
 
16 th October 2018 
 
Director General  
Department of Coast Conservation 
4th Floor, Ministry of Fisheries Building, 
New Secretariat, 
Maligawatta,  
 
Dear Sir, 
 
RE- Comments for  the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) For the Proposed “ The Beach 

Front 2, Uswetikeiyawa 112 Units Apartment Complex” 
 

Centre for Environmental Justice is a public interest environmental organization based in Sri 

Lanka established in 2004. We herewith send our comments to the above EIA under the 

request for public comments as per the section 16 of the Coast Conservation Act (No. 57 of 

1981). 

 

 The area around the project site is residential.  279 households have been counted 

within 1km radius. Therefore during the construction period, people living in the area 

will suffer due to noise and vibration. As per SCHEDULE III (Regulation 4) of National 

Environmental (Noise Control) Regulations No.1 of 1996, the maximum permissible 

noise levels at boundaries of the land in which the source of noise is located in decibel 

by ‘A’ weighted scale (LAeq “T”) for construction activities during day time (06:00 to 

21:00 hours) and night time (21:00 to 06:00 hours) are 75 dB(A) and 50 dB(A) 

respectively. However no estimated noise level is given in the EIA report.  A complaint 

handling mechanism should be established to get the complaints from the community 

nearby not only for the issues related to noise, but for all the complaints including traffic 

issues. 

 

 The project area lies in close proximity to Muthurajawela sensitive area 7 km away from 

the site. Muthurajawela is an area with high biodiversity. The area is under rapid 



development. Therefore threats to the Muthurajawela sensitive area is in increasing 

rate. The proposed project will likely to boost the urbanization rate in the area. Effect to 

an environmentally sensitive area due to a development project should not be 

considered individually but as a cumulative effect of all the project implemented so far. 

After a certain limit, no further approvals should be given. We wonder the Coast 

conservation department or Central environmental Authority has any such estimated 

value. Either, the developer is expected to engage in some real conservation work in 

compensation for that. 

 

 Total hydraulic sewage and wastewater load is considered as 55 m3/day from the 

apartment units. The proposed central effluent treatment plant consist of an 

equalization tank, an aerobic treatment, a clarifier, a disinfecting system and a treated 

water holding tank capable of storing one day's throughput of 55 m3. If not properly 

treated and allowed to dispose to the ground it will contaminate the ground water and 

create long-term effects. A treatment plant has been planned to treat the sewage and 

waste water and use the treated water for gardening and vehicle washing. Hamilton 

canal which was established during the Dutch period runs close to the project area 2km 

away from the study area. There is a high probability that these water to be discharged 

to the canal especially during the rainy periods. If it is not treated well, could 

contaminate nearby water sources and cause odor. 

 

 Total Quantity of solid waste generated per day has been estimated around 321 kg per 

day. This amount is supposed picked up by the Wattala Pradesiya Sabha. The collection 

area is planned to hold the garbage lot of a week. However if this collection process 

breaks down somehow there should be a contingency plan and identify areas of disposal 

in the EIA. If an outsider is hired there is a high possibility to dump the garbage in 

nearby wetland areas. The environmental management plan proposes solid waste 

comprising garbage and organic waste to be composted during the construction phase. 

But during the operational phase, it will be handed to the municipality.  We wonder why 

the project proponent is not interested in continuing the composting of garbage during 

the operational phase. It would be a sustainable practice and reduce the burden on 

municipalities to dispose waste. 

  In addition to that a considerable amount of electronic waste will be collected annually 

(CFL,LED bulbs,Mobile phones,Computer etc) These items contain heavy metals 

including mercury. Rather than disposing them in to municipal waste collection, a 

proper collection mechanism can be established and the condominium management 

unit can deliver it to a proper recycling station. 

 



 A quarry has been proposed to acquire the necessary rocks for the construction. But the 

location of the quarry has not been specified and no approval letters attached. 

 The project area seems not be an ecologically sensitive area. Most of the fauna species 
recorded were birds. No threatened species were recorded from the area. However, If 
turtles are migrating to the beach, their migratory paths should not be affected by the  
project during construction and operation periods. 

 
 Waste water generated during the construction activities contains cement and other 

chemicals. This may affect the alkalinity (pH) of groundwater. Therefore waste water 

arising due to construction activities must be treated using a silting tank/ pit before 

discharging.  

 Usually a cumulative impact assessment must be done using a matrix ( Leopold matrix) 

to assess the cumulative impact of the project. But we could not find such assessment in 

the EIA report. 

 Sand dune present in the coastal area adjoining the project location is important for 

the protection of the beach. Therefore it should not be harmed during the 

construction. 

We highly believe that constructions around the Muthurajawela Sanctuary could cause a serious 

damage to the sanctuary. Muthurajawela, due to its rich biodiversity and high vulnerability due to 

encroachments, filling and many other reasons, has been declared under Ramsar Convention. People 

from the highly urbanized areas would want to migrate to areas rich in natural environment. But if that 

natural environment is getting destroyed in the act, it is selfishness. This kind of projects would rapidly 

increase the urbanization rate in the area and along with that many issues such as air pollution, noise 

pollution would arise. Nothing would be left for the next generations to see.  

We hope that you will consider these comments when granting the approvals for the 

constructions proposed under this EIA. We request you to consider this as a special situation and pay 

extra attention and monitor the activities of the project proponent to see whether they follow the 

mitigation measures suggested in the EIA. 

 

Thank you 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Signed 

Indika Rajapaksha, Environmental Officer, Centre for Environmental Justice 

 


