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Friends of
the Earth
Sri Lanka

Sinharaja is one of the
altruistic virgin mothers
who feeds all her heirs

without any discrimination. In-the-
main Sinharaja is the foremost and
sole remaining virgin tropical
rainforest which was titled as a
Biosphere Reserve andWorld
Heritage site by UNESCO. Recently,
President Gotabaya Rjapaksha has
ordered that the road from
Lankagama to Neluwa through the
Sinharaja forest zone be re-built. A
15 foot wide road that spans 18
kilometers will be developed
through intended development
project. It should be noted that,
some parts of aforementioned
road go through forest areas.
Moreover, it has been identified

that 1,320 meters of this road go
through the land that falls within
the Sinharaja Forest Reserve.What
is more, the road on hand runs
through several small streams of
Gin Ganga.When considering the
conflicting arguments of activists,
environmentalists and pressure
groups it raises questions on the
legal domain. Absolutely, such
development initiates conflicts
between current environmental
laws inland.

It is confirmed that, under the
section 02 of National Heritage
Wilderness Area Act No. 30 of 1988
Sinharaja was declared as a
national heritage wilderness area,
while section 03 of the same Act
states the inevitability of obtaining
written permission from
Conservator General to enter into

a land which has been declared as a
national heritage wilderness area. It
is noted that in this case, above
procedures have not been followed.

Furthermore, under the section 04
of the Act, it is prohibited to cut
down trees, strip off the forest and
construct road within the
aforementioned area. It is evident
that, such action to build the road
and the results of such
development project are directly
contrary to the mentioned
provisions of the law. Through the
Extraordinary Gazette No 1550/9
which was issued under section 03
of the Soil Conservation Act, No. 25
of 1951, Sinharaja National
HeritageWilderness Areas and all
adjoining forest areas have been
declared as a soil conservation area

Mockery on
resumption of
road through Sinharaja

Manjula Fernando
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Centre for Environmental Justice
is a public interest environmental
organisation established in 2004.
CEJ promotes good governance,
environmental justice and
environmental democracy.
CEJ engage environmental
litigation and environmental
advocacy though law and science.
CEJ also works on chemical
governance, Forests governance,
climate change, international
environmental negotiations, single
use plastics,genetically modified
foods and supports community
environmental struggles. CEJ is a
registered organisation under the
Companies act of 2007.

Vision: “Justice for all”

Mission: Protect equal environmental
rights and empower communities to
enhance environmental sustainability,
mediate environmental conflict and
advocate for environmental law
enforcement and policy measures.
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Why conservation become a struggle?

Man has been polluting
the environment
since the beginning of

industrial development.
It has now become a serious
problem and the question of
protecting the environment has
become a global challenge, a
challenge to the very existence of
humankind.

Industrialization is not the only
factor contributing to pollution.
There are a number of other
factors such as the growing
demand for scarce resources, the
misunderstanding of the ill effects
of pollution, the lack of good
environmental practices and,
above all, poverty.

"Everything that is not me is the
environment," said Albert Einstein.
The National Environmental Act
No. 47, refers to the environment
as " the physical factors of the
surroundings of human beings
including the land, soil, water,
atmosphere, climate, sound,
odour, tastes and the biological
factors of animals and plants of
every description”.

Though it is extremely difficult to
manage development activities
without affecting the above it is
essential to balance the two needs
of industrial development on one
hand and environmental
protection on the other, in a way
that does not adversely affect
each other. The common strategy
used around the world to balance
these two needs is twofold. That is,
the application of the concept of
sustainable development to the
entire development process and,
the use of the environmental
impact assessment mechanism
coupled with a well

monitored environmental
licensing system.

Managing the needs of
environmental conservation and
development in a way that is
mutually beneficial rather than
contradictory is a challenge. The
development needs of the
present have to be
handled without risking the needs
of future generations.

It is important to fight against the
activities that are seriously
damaging the environment. These
harmful activities include
deforestation, sand mining, gem
mining, the discharge of
wastewater into rivers and oceans,
the release of toxic gases from
automotive and industrial
machinery, and the use of
chemicals for crops. These are
routinely carried out in defiance of
environmental conservation
standards. Most of these
polluters are backed by corrupt
local politicians who work only for
personal gain. Deforestation
and Illegal sand mining are the
best examples of this.

Poverty is also a major contributor
to environmental pollution.
Therefore, alleviating the basic
needs of the people such as
housing, sanitation and food will
help alleviate their poverty and
facilitate their contribution to the
environment. Unfortunately, most
of the politicians whom the
people have entrusted think their
term in power is only a good
opportunity to earn more money.

Therefore, the active participation
of the people is essential in
environmental conservation and
prevention of environmental
pollution. This is your turn!(END)
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due to the fact that there is a
serious risk of landslides in the
mentioned area. For the actual
purpose of ensuring the
sustainability of a development
project, approval in accordance
with National Environmental Act is
compulsory when carrying out
development activities in an area
noted above. Moreover, Gazette
Extraordinary No. 777/22 which
was issued according to section
23Z of the National Environmental
(amended) Act, No. 47 of 1980
provides that prior approval of EIA
is a necessary requirement to
convert of forests covering an area
exceeding 01 hectare into non-
forest uses. It is compulsory to
follow mentioned legal provisions
to recognize such Lankagama
project as a proper development
project.

Unfortunately, still it has failed to
follow such provisions. It is an
evident loophole of the legality of

Lankagama project. Further, ‘Gin
gaga’where soil that is removed
during such construction is likely
to be deposited, should be
recognized as a shared natural
resource, then on this reason if the
river will be polluted or blocked,
surely the irreparable result will be
spilled all over the country.

Precisely, it is undoubted that
there should be economic and
social developments only on the
basis of sustainable development.
However, the three pillars of the
pure sustainable development,
‘Economy, Ecology and Equity’
must be followed by all manmade
development projects in an equal
manner. Just to stand in front of
the legal justice and the ecological
justice with clear hands
aforementioned project also
shadows the concepts of Inter-
generational equity and Intra-

generational equity obeying to the
three pillars of sustainable
development. Nonetheless, the
main point that should be noted is
that, this is not the time to plaster
only the issue of Lankagama as it
still continues the ill-treatments on
all over the Sinharaja forest that are
being happened with or without
the knowledge of the relevant
authorities, and thousands of
evidence have been listed to prove
it. Mentioned road development
project is only one chapter of such
series of crimes that are being
happened in the Sinharaja forest.
Hence, it is clear that this is the time
to address the issue on the
mentioned project including all the
other crimes that are happening
and those that could happen in the
area of Sinharaja forest zone. (END)

FillingMount Lavinia Beach -CEJ seeks justice
Mt. Lavinia beach is one of the

most popular beaches in Sri
Lanka. It also subject to

seasonal erosion.

In the midst of COVID lockdown,
Coast Conservation Department
spent 890 Mn Sri Lankan Rupees to
pump sea sand to Kalutara kalido
beach, Angulana and Mt Lavinia
beach. Just 40 days later all sea sand
washed away.

There was no Environmnetal Impact
Assessment conducted for this huge
public investment.

Centre for Environmnetal Justice files
a case in the Court of Appeal seeking
action againt those who are
responsible for such illegal act and
waste of money. CEJ also seek a
mechanism to regulate single use
plastics under this litigation.
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THE LEGALITY OF THE
UMA OYA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
Ashmini Uppalawanna

Balancing the competing
demands of development and
environmental protection is

still problematic and controversial,
since the recognition of Right to
development and the Right to
environmental protection as
important principles of International
Law. It is very important to balance
these two areas when it comes to
the concept of Sustainable
Development. Mainly the
Sustainable Development is
guaranteeing the balance between
the economic growth, care for the
environment and social well-being.
Recently it is apparent that many
countries are only focusing on
economic growth while ignoring
environmental protection.

This circumstance is readily apparent
in the Uma Oya Multipurpose
Development Project which is
considered as one of the most
controversial development project
that is being made huge
conversation among public in Sri
Lanka now. This project carried out
in collaboration with the
government of Iran and government
of Sri Lanka to supply water of
electricity to the national grid and to
supply water for South Eastern dry
zone area for cultivation. But this
development project has been able
to create lots of serious adverse
impacts on the daily lifestyles of the
people and their human rights,
fauna and flora and natural
resources in that area.

There are many problems with the
EIA report that was made to assess
the impacts caused by the Uma Oya
Development Project. Firstly,
according to Section 23AA of the
National Environmental Act (NEA)
No.47 of 1980 (as amended), EIA is
required to be done before

commencement of a development
project as well as the approval from
the Project Approving Agency (PAA)
is required before commencing the
project. In the Uma Oya Development
Project, Central Environmental
Authority (CEA) acted as the Project
Approving Agency which received
many complaints and letters when
the EIA Report of this project was
opened to the public for review and
comments which is an essential
component to be fulfilled under
section 23BB of this Act. It is noticed
that the Uma Oya project doesn’t
conform to the provisions set out
under the NEA. Moreover, there is a
problem with regard to the land use
planning of this project which is
inconsistent with the provisions
under Section 15 of NEA. On the
other hand, natural resources
including natural water sources,
fauna and flora species, soil have
been damaged due to this project.
Also it is a violation of section 17 of
NEA that guarantees the conservation
and management of natural
resources in order to preserve them
for future generations. Soil

conservation is very important to
concern under Section 22 of NEA
when proceeding a development
project which was not taken into
consideration under the Uma Oya
project.

Due to these mistakes, it has
created horrible results on people
and their fundamental rights
around that area. Many
agricultural lands have been
acquired for the project and their
lands and houses have been
damaged. It is doubtful whether
they would be able to adapt to the
new life. Therefore, justice for the
people whose rights were
adversely affected from the
project and environmental justice
are needed to be accomplished
now. It is a main responsibility of
the state to protect and ensure
rights of the people and to protect
and conserve the environment
while promoting economic
growth and development.
Ultimately, it is clear that mere
development is not enough and it
will not achieve cheer. (END)
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When you hear the word
radiation, it eventually
reminds two three

disasters happened in the world
history. Radiation is dangerous like
electricity or more.

On August 6, 1945, duringWorld
War II (1939-45), an American B-29
bomber dropped the world's first
deployed atomic bomb over the
Japanese city of Hiroshima. ... Three
days later, a second B-29 dropped

Indika Rajapakshaa

Howmuch Radiation
Does it take to kill you?

another A-bomb on Nagasaki,
killing an estimated 40,000
people. Then ,the Chernobyl
disaster was caused by a nuclear
accident that occurred on
Saturday 26 April 1986, at the
No. 4 reactor in the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant, near the city
of Pripyat in the north of
the Ukrainian SSR. It is considered
the worst nuclear disaster in
history and was caused by one of
only two nuclear energy accidents
rated at seven, the maximum
severity on the International

Nuclear Event Scale, the other being
the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
disaster in Japan.
There are three types of radiation.
Alpha Rays, Beta Rays and Gamma
Rays. Alpha and Beta rays are easily
stopped by paper, clothes and skin.
Gamma Rays are the bad ones. It
takes a few inches of lead or a few
feet of concrete and dirt to slow or
stop them. People are afraid of
radiation and they must be. It can
also kill off a cancer that is eating
you up. It can, and in many places in
the world, does keep you warm on a
cold winter day. Radiation is
measured in Seiverts. We get
exposed to radiation every day from
natural sources. Some of it comes
from radioactive material naturally
in your body. You get more if you are
an airline pilot and spend a lot of
time at 35,000 feet. You also get
about 40 milli-rems every time you
get a whole mouth x-ray of your
teeth

If 100 people get a sudden dose of
about 3.5 sieverts, then about half of
them will die in 60 days. 3.5 sieverts
is considered LD50/60 which means
50% death rate in 60 days. There is
some disagreement about this,
some say 3 Sieverts, and it depends
on your whole body getting that
much. If you get 1000 rems(10
sieverts) of radiation, you will be
dead in about an hour. Howmuch
radiation to absolutely, positively
give you cancer? Answer: Probably
around 20 Sieverts. This is where the
Linear Hypothesis comes in. If 20
Sieverts gives 100% of those
exposed cancer, will 1/100th as
much (20 rems) give 1% cancer.

Continue in Page 6
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Exposure to radiations issue in Sri
Lanka was reported in the media
during early October during
mineral sand processing facility at
Dambulla. This was revealed by
Prof Atula Senaratne from the
University of Peradeniya. Mineral
sand ores contain titanium bearing
minerals of ilmenite, rutile and
leucoxene as well as the mineral
zircon. They also contain trace
quantities of the radioactive
elements of uranium and thorium
particularly monazite which is a
mineral with reasonable thorium
concentration (5-7%). Due to the
radioactive nature of the ore
ionising radiation exposure in the
mining and processing of mineral
sands comes externally from
gamma radiation emitted or
internally from the inhalation of ore
and process dusts.

Dry plant separation processes and
the processing, handling and
storage of monazite carries the
highest exposure risk,

predominantly from the
inhalation of dust exposure
pathway. Australian mineral sands
industry (2000 – 2008) shows
average exposures for workers in
dry separation plants to range 1.3
– 3.1 mSv (milliseiverts) per year.
(Australian Radiation Protection
and Nuclear Safety Agency)

Concerns with greenhouse gas
emissions from coal and security-
of-supply issues with the use of
gas and oil, together with the
rising demand for electricity
worldwide, are prompting many
countries to increase their reliance
on nuclear power. There is also
increasing use of other metals
including zirconium, titanium,
tantalum and rare earths, in
various high-tech applications,
whose ores happen to contain
radioactive elements. As a result,
we see many exploration projects
drilling for uranium, mineral sands
and rare earths, and increasing
numbers of industrial operations
which mine, process or handle

radioactive ores, concentrates, or
wastes. All these projects must be
managed so that doses to workers
and members of the public are kept
under control and well below the
legal limits.
The heavy minerals world-wide
have been recently subjected to
extensive research so as to identify
their pathways, transits, rare earth
element contents and extraction of
the rare metals. Recent studies
revealed that the source areas for
ilmenite, rutile , monazite, zircon
and garnet placer deposits at the
coast are scattered around the
country across Sri Lanka. The
ilmenite placers are located in the
eastern coast and occasional small
deposits are found in the southern
and western coasts. Monazite and
zircon found concentrated to a
lesser degree along with ilmenite
and rutile in the eastern coast while
the same are more concentrated in
the heavy placers in the western
coast.(END)

mrsirh i|yd flfrk wdfhdackh
bosrs meje;aug jvd;a ys;lrhs

wd
¾Ól j¾Okh iy
udkj hymeje;au i|yd
mßirh yd iajNdúl

iïm;a ;sridr f,i
l<ukdlrKh lsÍu w;HjYH
fõ' fyd¢ka l<ukdlrKh l<
úg" mqk¾ckkSh iajNdúl
iïm;a" c,dY" N+ o¾Yk iy
uqyqÿ ;Srhka u.ska wLKavj
isÿjk j¾Okh" wdydr
iqrlaIs;;djh iy oßø;djh
wju lsÍu i|yd wä;d,u
iemhsh yelsh' iajNdúl iïm;a"
ñ,shk ish .Kklg
Ôjfkdamdh imhk w;r ie,lsh
hq;= wdodhula o Wmhd fohs'
f,dalfha mßir moaO;s wm
iefjdu r|d mj;sk jd;h" c,h
iy mi kshdukh lrk w;r
wdka;sl ld,.=‚l isÿùï iy
foaY.=‚l úm¾hdihkag tfrysj

rkacka lreKdkdhl woaú;Sh yd ,dNodhS ndOlhla
i,ihs'

lDIsl¾udka;h" jk úoHdj" ëjr
yd ixpdrl jeks wd¾Ól wxYj,
È.=ld,Sk j¾Okh i|yd fi!LH
iïmkak mßir moaO;s w;HjYH
fõ' tajd /lshd ñ,shk ish
.Kkla imhd fohs' f,dalfha
úYd,;u k.r 100 ka ;=fkka
tllau wdrlaIs; m%foaYj,ska c,
iemhqu ,nd .kS' f,dalfha
by<u wdydr fnda. 115 ka
y;frka ;=klau r|d mj;skafka
i;aj mrd.Kh u; h' ixj¾Okh
fjñka mj;sk rgj," jkdka;r"
ú,a" .xÕd iy id.rhka l=gqïN
wdydr" bkaOk iy wdodhfuka
ie,lsh hq;= fldgila imhk
w;r w¾nqoldÍ ld,j,§"
úfYaIfhka .%dóh m%foaYj,
fjfik ÿmam;=ka i|yd jákd
wdrlaIs; oe,la ksfhdackh lr
fohs'
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flfia fj;;a" fuu jeo.;a ia-
jNdúl j;alïj, wLKav;dj iy
l%shdldß;ajh jeä jeäfhka
iïuq;shlg ,laj we;s w;r"
f,dalfha mßir moaO;sj,ska 60 ;a
70 ;a w;r m%udKhla h:d
;;ajhg m;a ùug jvd fõ.fhka
msßfyhs'“ mßirh yd iajNdúl
iïm;a jerÈ f,i l<ukdlrKh
lsÍfuka ie,lsh hq;= wd¾Ól
w,dNhla isÿ fõ' ksoiqkla
jYfhka" id.r ëjr l<ukpdl-
rKh fya;=fjka iEu jirlu
fvd,¾ ì,shk 80 la kdia;s fõ'
fkdfïrE urKhg fya;= jk
isõjk m%uqL;u idOlh jdhq
¥IKh jk w;r th f,dj mqrd
isÿjk urK j,ska 10 ka 1 la i|
yd odhl jk w;r tys m%;sM,hla
jYfhka iqNidOk yd wdodhï
ie,lsh hq;= f,i wysñ ù hhs'
ffcjúúO;ajh yd mßir moaO;s
fiajd ms<sn| wka;¾ rdcH úoHd-
m%;sm;a;s fõÈldfõ ^IPBS& kj;u
jd¾;djg wkqj oYl .Kkdjla
;=< iajNdj O¾uh ;¾ckhg
,laj we;s w;r i;aj yd Ydl
úfYaI ñ,shkhla j|ùfï
;¾ckhg ,laj we;' ñ,shk 8 la
wjodkï iy.; ;;ajfhka mj;S'

jkdka;r úkdYh iy bvï
mßyrKh fjkia lsÍu" jdi-
ia:dk LKavkh" wdl%uKh"
fõ.j;a ck.yk j¾Okh iy
kd.ÍlrKh COVID-19 iy
fjk;a frda. ldrl jeks fr-
da.j,ska fndaùfï iïNdú;dj jeä
lrk nj m¾fhaIKj,ska fy<s ù
;sfí'

fidndoyu ñksiqka iy frda.
ldrl w;r ndOlhla f,i l%shd
l< yels w;r th wd¾Ól yd
iudchSh m%lD;su;a ùfï
m%h;akhka i|yd o ufydamldÍ
fõ' mj;akd ffjria w¾nqofhka
blaì;sj" wd¾Ól m%lD;su;a ùu
i|yd rchka iy ixj¾Ok m%cdj
fõ.fhka W;af;acl meflac"
by< mßudKfhka fhoúh hq;=h'
fuu meflac wd¾Ólh kxjd,Sug
iy Okd;aul mdßißl m%;sp-
drhkag, iu.dój ,nd fok
úi÷ï we;=¿j È.=ld,Sk ;sridr
i,ld ne,Sï taldnoaO lrk
whqßka ie,iqï lsÍug wjia:djla
;sfí' iuyr WodyrK w;rg
ldnka úfudapkh wvq lsÍu"
ffcjúúO;ajh ixrlaIKh lsÍu
iy rgl iuDoaêh iy jix.;
jeks lïmk j,g Tfrd;a;= §fï
yelshdj we;s mßir moaO;s fiajd-
jka wdrlaId lsÍu we;=<;a fõ'

f.da,Sh iuqøSh ëjr l¾udka;h
w¾nqohl mj;S' ishhg 90 la
uq¿ukskau uiqka we,a,Su iy
wêl f,i uiqka we,a,Su isÿl-
rhs' tys m%;sM,h jkafka jirlg
o< jYfhka fvd,¾ ì,shk 83 l
wd¾Ól m%;s,dN wysñ ù hduhs'
wêl f,i uiqka we,a,Su wvq
lsÍfuka u;aiH f;d. ld,h;a
iuÕ h:d ;;a;ajhg m;a fõ'
miqj" úYd, u;aiH f;d. ixfhda
ckh yd wvq kuq;a ;sridr ëjr
lghq;= by< wd¾Ól wiajekakla
,nd fokq we;' flfia fj;;a"
tu iu;=,s;;djhg <Õdùu i|
yd mq¿,a yd iïnkaëlrK
m%;sixialrK wjYH fõ' 2030
jk úg wka; oßø;djh ;=rka
lsÍu iy iEu rglu ck
.ykfhka my< ishhg 40 la i|
yd jk iuDoaêh by< kexùu
tys wruqKhs'

mdßißl wd¾Ól úoHdj iy
iajNdúl m%d.aOk .sKqïlrKh
jeks l%ufõohka úYaf,aIKh
lsÍu yd Ndú;d lsÍu ;=<ska
oekqj;a ;SrK .ekSug úoaj;a
iydh ,efí' fuhg fya;=j
rgj,a j¾Ok wjia:d w;am;a lr
.ekSu" mßir ¥IKh yd
foaY.=‚l wjodkï uek ne,Su"
iyiïnkaO;d y÷kd .ekSu iy
idlaIs iy o;a; j,ska ikakoaO
jQ úg ;sridr ixj¾Okhg iydh
ùu i|yd m%;sm;a;s yd wdfhdack
f;aÍïj, m%;súmdl wjfndaO lr
.ekSuhs'

miq.sh oYlh ;=<"
ffcjúúO;ajh wdrlaId lsÍu"
;sridr jk l<ukdlrKhg
iydh ùu iy jkÔù
wmrdOj,g tfrysj igka lsÍu
i|yd úYd,;u nyqmd¾Yaùh
ixj¾Ok wruqo,a m%Njh
cd;Hka;r uQ,H wdh;k úiska
l<ukdlrKh lr we;' fvd,¾
ì,shk 7'7 la jákd jHdmD;s 144
l ixÑ;hla fï jk úg
wëlaIKh lrkq ,efí'
wkqj¾;kh" wju lsÍu iy
oßø;djh wju lsÍfï m%;s,dN
w;r w;sÉPdokh jk uQ,H j¾I
2019 § wkqu; lrk ,o ish¨u
jHdmD;s ^fvd,¾ ì,shk 1'5 lg
wdikak m%udKhla& foaY.=‚l
úm¾hdi b,lal i|yd iydh
fõ' flfia fj;;a" mßirh i|
yd wdfhdackh lsÍu ixj¾Okfha
wdfhdackhla nj rchkag iy
mqrjeishkag ta;a;= .ekaùug iy
iqÿiq uQ,HlrKhla ,nd .ekSug
;j;a fndfyda foa l< hq;=h'

Some Significant
Court Cases
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CEJ begins studying COVID
impacts to the environment

Since COVID 19 virus pandemic
began in Sri Lanka, country got
stuck and the lockdown was at

least effective during the first few
months. It was noticed that the level
of air pollution reduced, Kelani river
pollution reduced, sky become
more clearer. The garbage
production was also reduced.

CEJ online survey revealed that
people got more time to enjoy their
home gardens and see more birds,
butterflies and even fireflies in own
home garden.

The Central Environmental
Authority reported that Kelani river
water pollution parameters showed
that the river pollution reduced
drastically.

It was true that over majority of
over 20,000 industry fleet were
dysfunctional and over 7 millions
vehicles did not move at least
during the first half of the
lockdown. The situation was
different during the second wave
of the pandemic. Yet there is no
other better time to get the
baselines of environmental
pollution. Scientist found the
pandemic had positive impacts
on climate change.

CEJ spend last few months
collecting the air pollution, water
pollution, waste production
information during the pandemic
and began counterpart with Prof.
Padmalal Manage of the
University of Sri Jayawardenapura
to get fresh water pollution data
from Keleni river.

However forest destruction,
poaching, land grabbing have
increased exponentially during
this period. CEJ Executive
Director HemanthaWithanage
said that people have very short
memory and have forgotten that
Covid pandemic is a result of
environmental destruction. Its a
zoonotic disease which originated
from wild animals. Its important to
protect forest and wildlife habitats
not only for the benefit of other
animals but our own benefits said
Mr. HemanthaWithanage.

The report is still under
preparation. This work is being
supported by Diakonia, a Swedish
partner of the CEJ. (END)

Forest Destruction in Pollebadda, Maha Oya


